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May 17, 2016 NEVCA General Membership Meeting Minutes 

Vienna Arts Society, Pleasant Street NW.  8pm. 

Opening Remarks. Bob McCahill, President of the North East Vienna Citizens Association 
(NEVCA), opened the meeting at 8:00 PM.  Bob welcomed Virginia Delegate Mark Keem, Mayor 
Laurie DiRocco, and councilpersons Pasha Majdi and Carey Sienicki. NEVCA membership is now 
up to 120 families. Fifteen families were present, constituting a quorum.  The audience tonight 
is about 80 people, so we have many guests, welcome.  

The Town Council recently passed a resolution to install cross walks on Beulah Road. Bob 
thanked lead petitioner Ed Adamson and Doug Francis for their assistance. The cross walks are 
to be installed starting in July 2016, the beginning of the new town fiscal year. 

NEVCA has obtained non-profit 501(c)(3) status which means that dues and donations are tax 
deductible.  

The Community for Helping Others (CHO) drive was a success. Kilmer Intermediate School Girl 
Scouts helped with the food drive.  

Bob thanked Howard Springsteen for providing the Vienna Fire House community room for 
Candidate’s Night. 

Bob reported that the Planning Commission will discuss the town’s comprehensive plan at their 
next meeting, on May 23, 2016. 

Treasurer’s report. NEVCA’s bank balance stands at $1,253. 

Meeting Minutes. Minutes the November 15, 2015, NEVCA meeting were distributed 
beforehand to members, and the minutes were unanimously approved by voice vote. 

NEVCA Committee Reports 

NEVCA Website, Doug Francis, Manager. Doug solicited all for story ideas, 
photographs, etc. 

NEVCA Newsletter, Mary Ellen Larkins, Editor. Mary Ellen has now published 40 
issues. She is looking for nice articles. She thanked all of the advertisers for their support. 

Northside Park, Bob Myers, Chairperson. Work to 
rebuild the trail west of Vienna has not begun. Work is to 
include new gabion walls to keep the trail intact. Trail users 
will have to use the horse trail while work is in progress. 
Bob reported that the storm water management plan 
identified the need to reduce nitrogen, phosphorus and 
sediment runoff. Stream restorations are under way for Wolf 
Trap Run and Hunter Run. Northside Property Yard will be 
the subject of a study of operations along the stream near 
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the Mill Street entrance area. Bob Myers was recognized for his help over many years 
with stream clean-ups and invasive plant removals at Northside Park, and helpful ideas 
and general support for the park 

NEVCA Officer Elections. The following officers were approved unanimously by voice vote. 
The officer of Treasurer is currently vacant. 

 President, Bob McCahill 
 First Vice President, Ed Anderson 
 Second Vice President, Alan Paige 
 Secretary, David Guillaudeu 

Open Forum. Following the election of the officers, Bob McCahill solicited comments from the 

floor about where NEVCA should go in terms of serving the northeast Vienna community. 

Noise Issues / Deer Problem 

Dr. Joseph Kiernan, of Ridgewood Court.  Caboose Brewing Company’s outdoor patio on 

Mill St is sometimes very loud.  Asked about installing a sound barrier.  NEVCA member 

Drew Meren suggested adding vegetation to reduce the noise.  It was noted that Bey 

Lounge’s conditional use permit for live music has led to noise issues. It was mentioned 

that Taco Bell had noise issues when they had a ‘squawk box’ at one time, perhaps 20 

years ago. 

Dr. Kiernan complained about deer eating vegetation. He noted that the deer can jump a 

6 foot fence, and is concerned with potential deer vehicle strike hazards. Ray Daily from 

the audience also noted that deer can pose a hazard to pedestrians. Floor suggested 

planting digitalis and garlic plants to discourage deer. Bob McCahill noted that Fairfax 

County runs occasional deer hunts to thin herds west of us, which may be pushing the 

animals towards Vienna. An audience member remarked that the town animal warden 

will not help with this. 

Vienna Arts Society, Inc. 

Bob McCahill thanked the Society for providing a place to hold this meeting while the 

town is rebuilding the community center. The Society has been in Vienna for 50 years, 12 

years at its present location. But it will have to move soon as the building is projected to 

be torn down to make way for new Maple Avenue construction.  Mary Ellen Larkins noted 

that the Society has copies of famous National Gallery of Art paintings for sale. 

Traffic Calming 

An audience member is concerned that the speed tables on Church Street are not 

slowing the traffic enough. From audience: The Town Transportation Safety Commission 

(TSC) speed tables are to Virginia state specifications. Bob noted however there are 

different types of speed tables or humps that could be considered.  Consider petitioning 
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for traffic calming for Church Street. Perhaps a NEVCA committee could be established. 

TSC member Drew Meren suggested that NEVCA ask that the Public Works Department 

conduct a wholistic traffic calming study. NEVCA would petition the TSC who would in 

turn request the study by the Department of Public Works. It was noted that West and 

Lewis Streets NW are also a concern. TSC meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each 

month. 

Traffic Sign Disobeyance 

One audience member who lives on Windover St. NW was concerned with the number of 

vehicles that do not stop at stop signs. 

Guest Speaker: Doug D’Alexander, proposed Vienna Market developer. 

D’Alexander said that he could develop his property by right but was choosing to use the Maple 

Avenue Corridor (MAC) zoning option. The old Marco Polo restaurant site is zoned C1A and 

comprises about 2 acres or 86,000 square feet. He evaluated several designs before narrowing 

in on the design he showed tonight. MAC zone usage requires several public meetings. 

He wants to create a property with an old town look and feel. [The property drawings show 

townhouses similar to those in Georgetown.]  

MAC zoning allows 54 feet of height but only one more floor for a total of 4 floors. Parking 

requirements are unchanged from the C1A zoning. One of his key points was that a commercial 

property must have enough parking spaces to be successful. MAC zoning allows 1 spot per 200 

square feet of commercial space. One spot per 300 or 350 feet is about optimum. Commercial 

space parking is to be accessible from Church Street and Maple Avenue.  

C1A zoning allows for development that only has to create 97 spaces for the 26,000 square feet 

of retail space planned. He wants to have the retail spaces open up to the street with 20 feet of 

pedestrian width on Maple Avenue. Parking spaces would be behind the retail store fronts in a 

street level parking garage. This width of sidewalk might even be able to support a farmer’s 

market. 

He was studying the traffic flow at 8 intersections at the time of the meeting to see what 

impact his development would have on local streets. There would be one entrance to the site’s 

parking spaces off of Maple Avenue. Audience and commission comments from two planning 

commission meetings led to some positive input to the traffic design. 

Residential element of the site according to the C1A zoning has by-right parking. The amount of 

parking by-right would allow 100,000 square feet of residential space. His design has 49 units 

of approximately 2000 square feet each – 2 parking spaces and 3 bedrooms. Each unit is 

approximately 20 wide by 40 feet deep. A maximum of 4 spaces per residence is needed in the 

Town of Vienna. Each unit of the condominium will have a 2 car garage. However, there are no 

guest parking spaces. Nineteen street parking spaces are to serve the guests. The goal is to put 

all of the residential parking spaces within the unit/residential area. 
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Aesthetically, he is looking to create a streetscape scene. 

Vienna Market Site Audience Comments 

Several comments from the floor: 

 The site is under-parked. 

 One member did not like the streetscape design. 

 Townhouses are built too close together. 

 Intersections of site’s parking access alleys with streets are too close together. 

 Too dense. 

Door Prizes.  Names were drawn and several breads were awarded, courtesy of Great Harvest 

Bread Company, 132 Church Street NW. 

Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 10:00PM. 


